
the annual Robert Burns Dinner 

in January.  This is our opportu-

nity to dress in our finest high-

land wear, indulge in Scottish 

fare, and enjoy some great musi-

cal entertainment.  Weõll also 

participate in the Church Hill 

Irish Festival parade in March. 

Our first event for the year will 

be Margaret Duckworthõs pres-
entation on the history and 

development of Celtic crosses.  

This will be held at the Tucka-

hoe Library on Thursday, Sep-

tember 16 as a joint venture 

with the Irish-American Society 

of Richmond and will act as our 

first general meeting.  Hope to 

see you there! 

 

As always, your suggestions are 

welcome.  Please contact a 

board member if you have ideas 

for events, charity, or fundrais-

ing. 

 

The Board, which met for the 

first time in this new 2010-11 

Society year on August 2, dis-

cussed exciting possibilities, 

both tried and true as well as 

new, for the Scottish Society. 

Our main initiative, beyond 

maintaining a place of fellowship 

for our existing members,  is to 

increase public exposure and 
membership. We plan to reach 

out to as many segments of the 

population as we can. One way 

to do this is through area high-

land games representation. We 

will be hosting a tent not only at 

the Meadow Celtic Festival 

(formerly the Richmond Celtic 

Festival) as we have done for a 

while, but also at the 32nd an-

nual Williamsburg Scottish Festi-

val at Rockahock Campgrounds 

in Lanexa, VA (between Rich-

mond and Williamsburg).  

Please come out and show your 

support for the Society through 

attendance (and hopefully, ser-

vice at the tent) at one or both 

of these festivals.  

Both as a fundraising project 

and a chance to enjoy one an-

otherõs company over a pint or 

a glass (what you request to go 

into it is up to you!) weõll be 

having pub nights at three Capi-

tal Ale House locations during 

November.  Capital Ale House 

sponsors community chest 
nights to assist area organiza-

tions.  The way it works is: a 

form will be available for pa-

trons in advance; patrons fill out 

the form and bring it to the 

Capital Ale House on the desig-

nated nights; Capital Ale House 

then contributes a percentage of 

these patronsõ checks to the 

Society.  Check the November-

December newsletter for dates. 

Weõll also host pub nights at 

our old stomping grounds, Rare 

Olde Times, which has been a 

great venue for food, fellowship, 

and good music. 

In 2011, as always, we will host 

Beginning the New Society Year With Big Plans, High Hopes 

Money Makes the World Go ôRound 

I love public television and ra-

dio.  I donõt love the pledge 

drives, though.  But without 

them, PBS and public radio 

couldnõt exist!  Itõs like that in 

the Scottish Society. If you read 

the above story, you saw that 

we have plenty of great activi-

ties planned.  But we canõt do it 

without financial support!  We 
need everyone to be paid up 

on their dues ; yes, weõre still 

in difficult financial times in this 

country, but consider the rela-

tively low cost of a membership 

against the benefits.   And dues 

only pay PART of our expenses!  

Please support our other fund-

raising activities, including pur-

chasing Society gear (available 

through our website), contribut-

ing to and bidding on items at 

our Burns dinner, and helping 
out in other ways (Capital Ale 

House pub nights, for instance; 

also, weõve tentatively planned a 

yard sale as a fundraiserñhope 

youõll support with donations 

and/or your time).  Perhaps 

even consider contributing a 

little bit above the cost of mem-

bership as a donation, memorial 

or otherwise. 

I know you donõt like being 

asked for money, and trust me, 

we donõt like asking for your 
money.  But without it, where 

would we be?  
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Welcome to our first 

issue of the newslet-

ter under its new 

name!  The new title 

was suggested in our 

previous newsletter 

and gained the most 

support ñit speaks to 

our locale 

(Richmondõs nick-

name) and to who 

we are, as descen-

dents of and enthusi-

asts of, things Scot-

tish.  Hope you enjoy 

the issue! 
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We started this year with a bang. The board covered a lot in our August board 
meeting (planning out the Society year), and will meet on September 13th for 
our next board meeting (to work on further plans).  Please make plans to attend 
the presentation by Margaret Duckworth at Tuckahoe Library, starting at 7:00 
p.m. on September 16th (see story below for details). Also we have voted to set 
a tent up, for our first time, at the October Williamsburg games on October 2.  
(More details on this, also, in another story in the newsletter).  Please come and 
support the Richmond  Scottish Society there and at the Meadow (Richmond) 
Games, where weõll have two tents. If you can help man these tents or help with 
the refreshment tent, call me or one of the other board members. Last but not 
least, our recent pub night at Rare Olde Times was a huge success, with good 
food and friendship.  We hope to see you at future get-togethers, meetings, and 
games. 

Sep 4-5:  Virginia Scottish Games, The Great Meadow, The Plains, VA 

Sep. 11, 10:00-4:00: Gayton Kirk Festival,  Gayton Kirk, 11421 Gayton Road, Henrico , VA 

Sep. 13: SSR Board Meeting, Trinity United Methodist Church, 7:00 p.m. 

Sep 16: Presentation on Celtic crosses, Margaret Duckworth (this also serves as  our September 

SSR meeting), Tuckahoe Library, 7:00 p.m. * 

Oct 2: Williamsburg Scottish Festival, Rockahock Campground, Lanexa, VA  

Oct 4: SSR Board Meeting, Trinity United Methodist Church, 7:00 p.m. 

Oct 21: SSR Monthly Society meeting, Trinity United Methodist, 7:00 p.m.  

Oct 23-24: Meadow Highland Games & Celtic Festival, The Meadow Event Park, VA   

Letter from the President 

Area Scottish and Society Events, September-October  
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September Meeting Presentation: The Celtic Cross 

Join us at Tuckahoe Library on Thursday, September 16, at 7:00 p.m. to hear what promises 

to be a fine presentation: Margaret Duckworthõs  discussion  of the development of the 

Celtic (Irish) cross.  The presentation will be held at Tuckahoe Library (see below for direc-

tions), and is being held jointly with the Irish-American Society of Richmond.  Margaret gave 

a great talk on Celtic saints last year, also for the benefit of the community and not just our 

Scottish Society. This presentation will act as our first general meeting of the Societyñit 

will be a good chance for everyone to commune with others that they haven'tõ seen since 

before our summer break.  Show your support by coming out. The library is located in the 

West End at 1901 Starling Drive, which is just south of where North Parham Road and 

Three Chopt Road intersect.  From I-64, take exit 181A for Parham Rd S., go south on 

North Parham for 1.3 miles, pass the Three Chopt intersection, and turn right on Starling 

Drive. 

 

Tuckahoe Library, 1901 Starling Drive) 

 



Ingredients:  

1 pound lean round steak 

1 doz. Oysters, fresh or canned 

1 shallot 

1/4 cup butter or solid bacon 

fat 

1 teaspoon salt 

1/8 teaspoon pepper 

1 cup beef stock or bouillon 

Pastry for 1-crust pie 

 

Pound the rounds steak, then 

cut in thin strips.  Cut oysters 

in half.  Wrap each oyster half, 

together with a half tsp. of 

butter or bacon fat, in a strip of 

beef.  Dredge each roll in flour.  

Pack rolls tightly into a 10-inch 

pie dish, around a china òpie-

birdó or small inverted funnel 

(to vent the steam).  Add 

stock. 

Sprinkle with salt & pepper.  

Cover with pastry, & make a 

hole in the center for escaping 

steam.  Brush pastry with milk 

or egg.  Bake at 425 degrees 

Fahrenheit for 15 minutes, then 

at 350 degrees for about an 

hour.   

Serves 4-6 persons. 

  

 

(From The Highlanderõs Cook-

book, by Sheila MacNiven Cam-

eron) 

 

[Musselburgh is situated in East 

Lothian, six miles east of Edin-

burgh, on the Firth of Forth.] 

eral traditions alive today come 

from the old Celtic celebra-

tions. 

Come to the October meeting 

to not only learn about but 

take part in some of the festivi-

ties connected to Samhain, the 

Celtic harvest festival that takes 

a look at the border between 

summer and winter, between 
this world and the next.  Kids 

of all ages will enjoy hearing 

about the origins and practices 

connected to Samhain, Gaelic 

In America, Halloween is many 

peopleõs favorite holiday (even 

though no one gets a day off 

from school or work for it).  

Itõs a time to dress up as some-

thing youõre not and get people 

to give you stuff, all for just 

ringing a doorbell and repeating 

the phrase òTrick or Treat.ó  

These days in Scotland, you 
might find kids celebrating a 

very Americanized Halloween.  

However, in the ancient Celtic 

world, this time of year had a 

different meaning, though sev-

folklore, turnip carving (yesñ

turnips, not pumpkins), a read-

ing of Robbie Burnsõs immortal 

òTam Oõ Shanter,ó and more!  

(Thursday, October 21, 7:00 

p.m., at Trinity United Method-

ist)  

And, as a preview to upcoming 

meetings:  Donõt miss our 

Taste of Scotland in November, 
which will stand in for our 

usual Thanksgiving feast, and 

our Christmas party in Decem-

ber. 

Recipe: Musselburgh Pie 

October General Meeting: Samhain (Celtic Halloween)  

Society Member News 

October:  

Dallas de Kraft Lewis (Oct.  1) 

Jo Garey (Oct. 11) 

Geraldine Raybould (Oct. 12) 

Mary Margaret Mason (Oct. 

19) 

Ryland Y. Bailey (Oct. 21) 

Florence J. Graham (Oct. 22) 

Littleton Maxwell (Oct. 24) 

Roderick P. Smithson (Oct. 24) 

John A. Russell (Oct. 29) 

Christopher Scott Elder (Oct.  

30) 

 

Condolences:  

The Society extends its deepest 

condolences to  Charter Mem-

ber Paul Scholte IV and mem-

ber Ann Scholte on the death 

of Paulõs son and Annõs hus-
band, Robert Scholte, on Au-

gust 21, 2010. 

Birthdays:  

We wish a happy birthday 

to the following Society 

members: 

September:  

Michelle Nisbet (Sep.  7) 

Dorothy G. Thomas (Sep. 18) 

Donald Raybould (Sep 26) 

Lorna E. Ridderhof (Sep 28) 

 

Would you like to 

contribute to the 

Newsletter?    

Ideas or complete 

stories, up to 

about 200 words, 

are welcome!  

Just contact the 

Secretary/

Newsletter 

Editor! 
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The Carved Turnip, 
Pumpkins being an 
American version  

 
(Some of the ingredi-
ents for Musselburgh 

Pie) 



 

September is famous for a crushing defeat and a great victory.  On September 9, 1513, King James IV 

along with òthe flower of Scottish manhoodó (some five to ten thousand men, including at least ten 

earls) were slaughtered by King Henry VIIIõs English army.  More fortuitous for Scots was the Septem-

ber 11, 1297 Battle of Stirling Bridge.  William Wallace and the Scots decisively defeated the English 

near Abbey Craig on the River Forth in the War of Independence. (The original, wooden, Stirling 

Bridge is no moreña stone bridge spans the river not too far from the site of the battle.)   

Marking the 700th anniversary of Stirling Bridgeñon September 11, 1997ñScots voting in a national 

referendum approved devolution of power from London and the reestablishment of the long-defunct 

Scottish Parliament. 

October marks the anniversary of  the Battle of Largs (October 2, 1263, between Scots and Vikings 
under King Hakon of Norway).  But letõs look at some more peaceful history:  Portrait painter and 

essayist Allen Ramsay was born in Edinburgh on October 13, 1713.  Ramsay was a significant figure of 

the Scottish Enlightenment and most significant portraitist prior to Joshua Reynolds.  Also, the Feast 

Day of Saint Kenneth, Christian missionary to the Picts, is celebrated every year on October 11.  

Kenneth was born in Ireland and accompanied St. Columba to Scotland in the 6th century A.D. 

(Source: electricscotland.com) 

Sep 4: Braemar Gathering and Highland Games, Braemar 

Sep 5-20: Scottish Food Fortnight, (celebration of Scottish food & drink), countrywide 

Sep 24-26: Belhaven Best Dunbar Traditional Music Festival, Dunbar 

Sep 24-Oct 3: Scottish Book Town Festival (book & writers festival) Wigtown, Dumfries & 

Galloway 

Oct 8-16: The Royal National Mod (celebration of Gaelic language), Oban 

Oct 8-17: Cowalfest (Arts festival & walking festival), Cowal 

Oct 30-31: Glenfiddich Piping and Fiddling Championship, Blair Atholl 

Highland Dancing at the Braemar Gathering (photo: Jim Henderson) 

September & October in Scottish History 

Scotland Events, September-October 
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Just some of the great Scottish Society Merchandise available from Café Press! 

Go to http://www.richmondscots.org/ssrStore.php?ssrMenu=5 to order! 

 

Where can you get 

great quality 

Scottish Society 

merchandise while 

helping out the 

Society?  Go to 

our website and 

check out Society  

merchandise from 

Café Press!  

Clothing, mugs, 

backpacks, doggie 

products, and 

more, at great 

prices!   

 

Portrait of A Lady, 

by Allen Ramsay  

http://www.cafepress.com/richmondscots.410990908
http://www.cafepress.com/richmondscots.410991221
http://www.cafepress.com/richmondscots.410991028

